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of all men, denied at this time to millions of them everywhere.
He reminded me of the Encyclicals on Labour by his predecessor
Leo XIH, and described them as more liberal and progressive than any
social policy yet fulfilled. He hoped I would try to make them better
known by ordinary folk and political leaders who were anxious to
improve the status of the working classes, for Pope Leo XIII had set out
and analysed in great detail the principles of social justice, and laid
down the foundations of economic welfare.
He spoke very movingly, I thought, about the horror and tragedy of
the war and of the heritage of hatred which it had left behind. A good
peace and a lasting peace could not be built upon hatred or revenge.
Humanity must first learn charity, and comradeship, and a new
brotherhood of men across the frontiers. If another war were to be
avoided there must be charity and peace in the hearts of peoples.
All the time he was talking I was troubled by the uneasy doubt as to
whether I might publish this conversation, and whether indeed he knew
my profession and purpose. I could not leave him with that uncertainty
in my mind, and with some timidity I asked him if I might publish the
words he had spoken to me. He smiled through his spectacles and said:
"That is the purpose of this conversation!"
I went back to my hotel and wrote down the interview in detail and at
considerable length. Then I paid another visit to the cardinal who had
obtained this great favour for me and asked him whether he would read
and pass what I had written.
"No, no!" he answered. "Not a word! You can write what you like
and publish what you like provided it is the truth. We trust you."
I did not abuse this trust, and my interview with Benedict XV was
quoted in all the great newspapers of the world. The comments upon
it were favourable. It had a "good Press" far outside the domain of
Catholic journalism, and many people of liberal views were surprised
and impressed by the ardent desire of the Pope for justice to the common
man, and by his condemnation of the money grabbers and profiteers.
His plea for charity and peace in the heart of the world in order to
avoid a new war was read, no doubt, by the world's statesmen and
politicians, and by the younger intellectuals over cafe tables, and by
fathers of sons who would be old enough for the next war if it came.
But it had no effect whatever on the course of history. Its warning and
its wisdom were utterly ignored, and those people of power who may
have read it did exactly the contrary of the Pope's emotional and noble
pleading. He had pointed the way to peace. They took the other road
to war by selfish economic policies throttling trade, by hostile com-
binations, by betraying the League, and by political hatred and cor-
ruption, until out of all that there was the devil to pay.